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F it be truc, as “tis gencrally allow’d, that ge- 
nuine and lafting Friendthip is founded on a 
Similitude of Temper and Inclinations, it muft 

be granted that Contugal Affe ion, which includes 
the Notion of the moft generous and perfect Friend- 
fhip, muit likewife {pring from the like Caufes, and 
depend for its Prefervation on the fame Supports. 
If this Harmony of Minds ts wanting, the Mar- 
riage Yoke will not long fit light and eafy - From 
different Inflin¢ts, and Views of Intereft, the ill 
fuitced Parr will draw contrary ways 


; and from 
that Contralt will foow artfe a cold Indifference, 


and afterwards fuch a Diflike, as will quickly 
fettle into a downricht Averfion. Itis thercfore 
fusorizing thet Parents, who are endow'd with a 
natura, AffeGion to their OR ring, fhould not 
when they matry them, befides their Regard to a 
fuitable Fortune, take Core to find an Agrceablenels 
of Humour, Inchinations and Ave tn the Perfons to 
whom they commit ie tmperant a ‘Trutt as rhe 
Happinets of their Children and Pofterity. Thefe 

houghts arofe in my Mind upon reading the two 
following Letters. 


To Mr. Jacon RAvaNnscRoFT. 


r7z 

¢ Hree Months fince a Gentleman, whom I 
will call 7” e, made his Addreffes to 

me with my Father’s Approbation. The Wri- 

tings were order’d to be drawn: But in this 


a much oreater Eilate apply'd to my Father, and 
offer’d a Settlement 2lmolt double to what his 
© Rival had done. The old Gentleman was fo 
€ pleas’d with it 


7 1 T eg 7 : : ae 
> that ne has put of Valence, and 
‘ lavs h ( my ang yr WVe\t i i We) 4 accen ace 
So his yVymManas Ma } ( 8 | balk tO ACCC] a 
6 (fi 26 : a er 
Utter. Now, Sir, I am in: 


t *. - 
qin he createft Diltreis 


Junécture a Gentleman in the Neighbourhood of 


imaginable. I had rather go to my Grave than to 
the Church to make this Creature my Husband. 
He is the moftawkard, ftupid, fenfelefs Thing 
that ever difgracd Mankind. Should I marry 
him, (which Heaven forbid) I fhould be the 
moft unhappy Woman living. When our Neigh- 
bours fhall come to vifit us, I fhall fweat, and be 
in Torture for every thing he is about to fay. 
He is fo great a Changeling, that if Compa- 
‘ny dine with us, I fhould be ready to fink 

under the Table, and die with Shame fo hear 
him expofe himfelf. While Gentlemen of Wit 
and Senfe entertain the Table with agreeable 
Difcourfe, what a Mortification will it be to me 
to fee that my Blockhead has nt&jbing to fay, or 
what is worfe, nothing to the Purpofe 2 How 
fhall 1 blufh to hear him laugh in the wrong 
Place, and exprefs fome filly Approbation? But 
if the Coxcomb fhould hold his Tongue, which 
will be hard for him ta do, yet the Company 
by his Afpect and Geftures would find out the 
Fool, and wink upon one another in Derifion. 
Now, Sir, tho’ I don’t pretend toa greater De- 
gree of Senfe than my Neighbours, yet I hate an 
Ideot, and am impatient of Impertinence. Iam 
pleas’d with the Converfation of Men of Inge- 
nuity, and fuch a one is Valencto, for whom | 
own l have a Refpest. Oh, Sir, were I left to 
my Choice, rather than be the Wife of that Ani- 
mal, tho’ I know I fhould live in Splendor and 
Plenty, I would marry Valencio, tho’ I were fure 
to lie upon Straw, and beg my Bread with him. 
Therefore my carneft Requeft to you, dear Mr. 
RAVENSCROFT, 15, that you would write upon 
this Subje&, to diffwade my Father from forcing 
me to marry a Perfon who has not the leaft Me- 
rit, and to convince him that the greateft Eftare 
¢ without agreeable Qualifications in a Husband 
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© witt never fave his Daughter from being the meft 


‘ yniferabie of Women. Iam 
S IK, 
Fan. §.1713- Y ur uiknown Humble Servan’, 


E. S. 


P. S. ‘I don't care if you publifh my Letter, 


‘ for my Father reads your Papers and commends 
‘them. I leave this to your Prudence. 


The Lady that fent the following Letter does 


not want Senile or Spirit 5 and 1f it be confider'd, 
that fhe has been long ill-us’d, and ftimulated by 
the higheft Provocaions, the Sharpnefs of her 
Stile is excufable. 


Mr. RAvENSCROFT, 


CC I Was much affected when [read th: Letter 


you publifh’d, which was writ by Sir Ap 


+sHuR WIMBLETON’s Neice to fey c1.olute 


Husband ; I faid in my felf, what abundance of 
ili Husbands is the World itock’d wiih, «ho by 
various Ways make the Parmers 0 ir a 

under 


unhappy: You muft know, Sir, | labow 
no ie Affitions than that unfortuns:e Lady 
once fuffer’d, but in a quite different Way. My 
Lord and Mafter, for fo he truly 1s, anv the 
moft arbitrary and imperious that everexercis'd 
the Government ofa Family, 1s juti the Keverfe 
to that Gentlewoman’s indulgent Spoufe. The 
Temper of mine 1s four, rough and untra€table 5 
and as there is no Mixture in him of Humanity 
and tender Pofficns, to quality his rigid Dipo- 
fition, fo all Expreflions of Love, Condefcentien 
and obliging Behaviour have been try’d in vain 
to mollify him. I was a young Creature when I 
marry’d him, who was much older than my felf, 
tho’ I declare I never lov’d him, for] never 
faw any thing in his Perfon or Mavners that 
could engage me. However I was toid that Love 
would come after, than which nothing, Sir, was 
ever faid more falfe. Ienter’d into this Bon- 
dage in Obedience to my Father, whio is not 
the firft who has facrificd his Daugiter ‘or 
Money. ‘Pempted by the Profpect of a grat 
Eftate, and for the Sake of a good Jointure, h 
fettled upon me for Life fuch a Curte of a Fiuf- 
band, and fuch an odious Slavery, as fure no 
Woman ever fuffer’'d before. 

“ He its papenery difpl.as’d with all about 
him, and is only ingenious in finding out 
Occafions to exprefs his ill Nature. He 1s 
conftantly either dogged and fullen, or vio- 
lent and outragious. If he affects a pleafant 
Manner, which he feldom does, nothing can 
become a Man fo ill 5 his very Laugh is foawk- 
ard and difagreeable, that it rather frights than 
pleafes. : 

“ Underftanding lait Week that fome of my 
Relations intended to dine with me, he came 
home late from Change, on Purpofe, as I believe, 
that Dinner might be fpoil’d. He enter’d the 
Room in an iii Temper, ut on an Air of Au- 
thority, and having ee ie the Company, 


‘ he fell a railing at me without the leaft Provo- 
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cation, and work'd himfelf up to fuch a Paffion 

that he took the firtt Difh of Meat that came to 
the Table, and threw it into the Middle of the 
Floor. 

«“ When we are at Dinner, if I offer to {peak 

a>Lieldom do, my Turk infolently asks me if I 
will never learn to hold my Tongue, dad ‘on- 


ceal my Ignorance 5 if I reply, he threatens in 
a Rage to fling a Plate at my Head. 

“ While he is thus haughty at home, where he 
infults his Wite, terrifies his Children, diftraéts 
his Servants, and turns the Houfe into a Bedlam 
he is fo contemptible a Coward abroad, as te 
put up every Day the moft provoking Affronts ; 
and {o hen-hearted in Sicknefs, that if his Fin ie 
does but ake, a Servant is immediately potted 
away for the Doctor. In the mean time he 
groans and fighs, and makes a thoufand Com- 
plaints, while the whole Houfe is too little to 
attend him; and fometimes I am tempted to 
think he counterfeits Sicknefs to play the Ty- 
rant, and enjoy the Satisfaétion of tormenting 
his Family. 
‘* He keeps one Slut under my Nofe, and two 
others abroad 5 cne of them came to his Houfe 
a few Days fince, and had the Confidence to 


‘ demand 'T'wo Hundred Pounds ; while he a little 


hefitated, fhe broke out into a violent Paffion, 
oad cry’d, Ungratetul Montfter, have I been fo 
often civil to fuch a pitiful Fellow as you, and 
do you who are worth Thoufands deny me this 
‘Lrifle to fupply my Wants? This Bully to his 
Wife was fu aw’d and henpeck’d by his impe- 
rious Fiarlot, that to buy ins Peace, he prefently 
gave her the Sum fhe defi’d. Yet ail this { 
could endure, would he treat me with com- 
mon Decency; but Flefh and Biood cannot 
bear his Infolence and Brurality, I have often 
vow'd to part; but refleSting what Difgrace 
this would bring on my Chifaren, and being 
folicitous for their Education, I have as often 
itsfled my Refentment, and chang’d my Refo- 
lution. Some Women of my Acquaintance, 
enrag’d to {ce me fo ill us’d, have tempted me 
to take my Revenge; but I have {till refifted 
chole wicked Suggeftions, tho’ (Heaven forgive 


‘ me) [fhould be glad to fee him dead, that I 
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mivht live at leaft one quiet Hour. 

** [fend you this to engage you to write fome 
fharp Invectives, that may cut and pierce thofe 
vile Husbands ; for they are fo courfe and in- 
fenfible, that your fine Raillery will never touch 
them. It would be a good Work could you 
bring them to behave themielves at leaft with 
Refpeét to their Wives, and Humanity to their 
Children and Servants: For furely next to real 
Vertue and Conjugal Affection, good Breeding 
and the courteous Manners of a Gentleman arc 
defirable. 

Tam, SIR, 


Your Humble Servant. 


N. B. The Letter fubferib’d Neoscrizutus has 


been laid before the Society, who will foortly take that 


Subjekt into Confid:ration. 
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